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Matt Slgman 1s a local private developer
who doesn’t seem to be fazed by any talk
of bracmg for uncertamty as the economy
recovers in the coming year.

“If you look back in hlstory, all the busi-
ness developers... this is the time they
made their money,” Sigman said, alluding
to a few entreprencurs, including .Tohn 1D
Rockefeller.

“If you can do it, right now land is
cheap, construction is cheap, material cost
is cheap,” he said.

Sigman will co-own a new retail cen-
ter on Highway 84 when it is complete in
March or April. -

" Liberty Station will be a 10,000 squate
foot, single-story building with four to five
expandable 1,600 square foot stores and a
3,000 square-foot laundfy mat, complete
with a TV and game room.

And just a few months after welcoming a
Food Lion plaza, the county’s extreme west
side is- attracting a single-story shopping
center on Airport Road next to the Houseé of
Prayer church.

Totaling an estimate 13,000 square foot,
the approximate $1.2 million store-front
glass building will have four retail stores
and a covered walk.

Don Hodges of Hodges_Consh‘uction,
Inc., general contractor for all the site de-
velopment, said the project just started
about three weeks ago, and estimates a

quick construction.

“We’re anticipating on opening in spring -

2009, March, April,” he said.

Hodges, who has been in the business
for more than 25 years, also has not seen a
noticeable break in construction projects.

“In this part of the state, we haven’t
seen any real slowdown, on the commercial
side,” he said.

“You still have your city governments,
they te still moving, they’re still doing their
projects,” Hodges added, mentioning coun-
ty’s plans to expand Airport Road to four
lanes.

Sigman said he is still in serious negotia-

tions with clients and did not want to dIS-

close the potentlal businesses.

But this area’s economy is good, accord-
ing to Sigman, and sparked non-local inter-
est.

“It’s a good sign because it means that
people are really standing up and taking
notice,” Sigman said. “People are going to
g0 Where they think they’ll stand to make
money.”

‘So far the only confirmed retailers rent-
ing space on An’port Road are JS Beauty
Supply and a convenience store, according
to co-owne James Blake.

“It was kind of a business venture so we
decided to go with it,” Blake said.

He and his wife, Namsun, were not skep-
tical about being purchasing the 4.62 acres
and launchmg into uncharted territory.
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Liberty County, Georgia
People QuickFacts
© Population, 2006 estimate
L] Population, percent change, April 1, 2000 to Ju[y 1 2006
@ Population, 2000
@ persons under 5 years old, percent, 2006
@ persons under 18 years old, percent, 2006
@ persons 65 years old and over, percent, 2006
@ Female persons, percent, 2006
B wihite persons, percent, 2006 (a)
@ Black persons, percent, 2006 (a)
€ American Indian and Ataska Native persons, percent, 2006 {a)
% Asian persons, percent, 2006 (a)
@ Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander, percent, 2006 (@)
@ Persons reporting two or more races, percent, 2006
@ Persons of Hispanic or Latino origin, percent 2006 (b)
@ White persons not Hispanic, percent, 2006
@ Living in same house in 1995 and 2000, pet 5 yrs old & over
9 Foreign born persons, percent, 2000
@ Language other than English spoken at home, pct age 5+, 2000
@ High school graduates, percent of persons age 25+, 2000
@ Bachelor's degree or hngher, pet of persons age 25+, 2000,
(] Persons with a disability, age 5+, 2000
@ Mean travel time to work (minutes), workers age 16+, 2000

@ Housing units, 2006

@ Homeownership rate, 2000

L] Housing units in multi-unit structures, percent, 2000
@ Median value of owner-occupied housmg units, 2000
@ Households, 2000

@ Persons per household, 2000

@ Median household income, 2004

 Per capita money income, 1999

@ Persons below poverty, percent, 2004

Business QuickFacts
@ Private nonfarm establishments, 2005

AO Private nonfarm employment, 2005

@ Private nonfarm employment, percent change 2000-2005

@ Nonemployer establishments, 2005

@ Total number of firms, 2002

@ Black-owned ﬁrms percent, 2002

@ American Indian and Alaska Native owned ﬂrms, percent, 2002

D Asian-owned firms, percent, 2002

@ Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander owned firms, percent, 2002
@ Hispanic-owned firms, percent, 2002

@ Women-owned fi rms, percent, 2002

@ Manufacturers shlpments 2002 ($1000)

. B Wholesale trade sales, 2002 ($1000)

© Retail sales, 2002 ($1000)

@ Retall sales per capita, 2002

@ Accommodation and foodservices sales, 2002 ($1000)
@ Building permits, 2006

@ Federal spending, 2004 ($1000)

Geography QuickFacts
@ Land area, 2000 (square miles)

# @ Persons per square mile, 2000
, @ FIPS Code

@ Metropolitan or Micropolitan Statistical Area

1: Includes data not distributed by county.
(a) Includes persons reporting only one race.
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(b) Hispanics may be of any race, so also are included in applicable race categories.

D: Suppressed to avoid disclosure of confidential information
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Georgia
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