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What a year 2008 turned out to
be.

Bailouts, foreclosures, business
failures filled the national news.
Did all this affect the local econ-
omy, and will 2009 turn out to be
better?

Ronald E. Tolley, CEO of the
Liberty County Development Au-
thority, says notable gains were
made in the industrial sector in
Liberty County.

“In 2008, we had two existing
industry expansions at Hugo Boss

holding tight in tough ec

and International Greetings USA,”

he says. “We have two new loca-

tions, Pace Shave and Truss Mart,
and we’ve added 140 new indus-
trial jobs. Our total industrial em-
ployment increased from 2,201 in
2007 to 2,341 in 2008.”

Tradeport East continues to pro-
vide a solid anchor for economic

* development in Liberty County.

“In Tradeport East, the Tire
Rack and Target are still in opera-
tion, and IDI, our private develop-
ment partner; completed construc-
tion of their 502,854 square-foot
speculative building,” Tolley says.

“IDI prepared five bmldlqg
pads ranging in size from

to 1.2 million square feet,” he' says .
"“In addition, we extended Sunbury

Road and installed reuse water
lines that will be incorporated into
the.water reclamation facility. ¢

The LCDA continues to market
the sites at Tradeport East.

“We have also begun construc-
tion. of the landscape/hardscape
for the entrance to the park ” Tol-

ley says.

“In 2008, we received the
Georgia Ready for Accélerated
Development status for Tradeport

on economic deve opment market-
ing,” he says. “The GRAD status
indicates Tradeport East is market-
ready.”

Tradeport East has developed at
a faster pace than Tradeport West,
which Tolley says was expected.
But even so, development at Trade-
port West continues on schedule.

“We’ve extended water and
sewer lifies to serve a portion of
Tradeport West, and we have also
completed the engineering work
for the entrance road to serve the

¥

5 designatlon or Tradeport West in

2008.”

The wastewater/sewer project
has become controversial, but is
seen as vital to economic develop-
ment in Liberty County.

“This is actually a very sophis-
ticated water reclamation facility,

‘which has the benefits of conserv-

ing water withdrawal through the
reuse of the wastewater treated at
the plant,” Tolley says. “Itis vital to
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