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Surrounded By lush greenery, the

marsh and the ocean Liberty Coun-
tians have ample ways to spend

their leisure time and have a. little -

outdoor fun. |

Whether it’s walking the trails
at Melon Bluff, kayaking along
the shores of Sunbury, hunting at

Dorchester or Fort Stewart.or play-

ing sports at the Liberty County
Recreation ~ Department
young and old can find a way to stay
active and be outdoors. This year

the County is planning a few new

 things and have recently opened
new parks and boat landings. One

such new project currently being’
developed is a proposed skate park

to be located ‘at Liberty Indepen-
dent Troop Park.

“We are in the planning stages
to build a skate park at Liberty In-

dependent Troop Park,” Liberty
County Recreation Department

Director Jimmy Martin said. “The
skate park will accommodate roller
skates but is being designed primar-
ily for the skate board community.
It is almost certain to be started this
year because plans are being devel-
oped and contracts are being put to-
gether to be put out for bids.

“We are also going to redevelop
all of our walking trails. We have
walking trails at James Brown Park,
Miller Park Gum Branch, Briar Bay
Park and Hillery Park. They are
currently asphalt walking trails but
we are going to take out the asphalt
and replace them with concrete.

“We are going to build batting
cages at James Brown Park. Be-
cause there are several concrete
components within each of them,
all the concrete will be bid togeth-
en’

Martin said the projects are be-
ing paid by funds provided by the
special purpose local optlon sales
tax (SPLOST)

folks,
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 New vvalkvvays and a skate park
to provide hoursof fun and leisure
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Henry and Charles Frasier wet lines during the dedication of Irene B. Thomas Park last fall. The park is named after the|r grandmother. It's main feature is é pond that is

stocked with bass, catfish and brim.

 New park
This year, folks can enjoy the

recently opened Irene B. Thomas
Park located off Highway 196 and
Sharon Street. The new park was
developed by the city of Hinesville
and is to be operated by LCRD. It

offers a walking trail, children’s
play area, pavilion and a stocked
pond for fishing.

“They must have a fishing li-
cense,” Martin said about folks in-
terested in casting a line. “If the bass
is over 12- inches they can keep it,

under 12-inches they need to re-
lease it. The bass is what controls
the populations of the brim and eat-
fish we have in there. OMI brought
in several thousand catfish.” A
Martin said small boats with
electric trolling motors, paddle

boats and kayaks may be used in

the pond. No gasoline motors are
allowed. !

“We have a new facility that
opened in 2008 but probably very
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