LIBERTY COUNTY

eral different types of companies have
found that this community offers what
they need to be successtul.”

For one thing, it’s easy to get here.
Major highways bisect a county that
ofters relatively cheap land coupled
with well developed infrastructure.

Goods shipped into the Port of

Savannah can be moved to distribu-
tion centers here and dispatched up
and down the Atlantic Scaboard via
Interstate 95. Manufacturing and
industrial plants use the same network
of roads to send their products
throughout the county.

To accommodate companics seek-
ing to locate here, Liberty ofhcials
built five industrial parks throughout
the county. Each one is full or filling
up quickly. Target Stores recently

!
F 1y

86 1 JULY 2008 | GEORGIA TREND

LIBERTY COUNTY
AT-A-GLANCE

POPULATION
(2006)

Liberty County, 60,503;
Hinesville, 29,554;
Walthourville, 3,778;
Midway, 1,037; Allenhurst, 711;
Riceboro, 703; Flemington, 349%;
Gumbranch, 255

UNEMPLOYMENT
(April 2008)
Liberty County, 5.2 percent;
Georgia, 5 percent

LARGEST EMPLOYERS
SNF Chemtall, Inc, 812; Wal-
Mart Stores, 540; Target, 500;
Heritage Bank, 318; Interstate
Paper Corp., 286

SOURCES
Census. Ge

1.5
regional distribution center in the new
Tradeport Business Center. Located

opened a million-square-foot

near the interstate, it offers easy access
for getting more than 80 percent of
the company’s inventory to Florida
StOres.

South Bend, Indiana-based The
Tire Rack, which occupies a 250,000-
square-foot building in the same park,
also was looking at the need to serve
the Florida market overnight., Trucks
often pull out of its facility in the early
evening and products are in stores the
next dav.

Being close to Savannah has clearly
proven an assct when it comes to
attracting business. The city offers one
of the best second tier airports in the
state with access to destinations both

NEW REGIONAL AIRPORT: Liberty County Commission Chairman John Mclver, left, and County Manager Joseph Brown



national and international. The city
also provides many urban attractions
from world class dining and accom-
modations to golf — all vital to com-
panies seeking to entertain potential
customers.

All those factors have armed eco-

nomic developers with plenty of

weapons — and they’ve put them to
good use.

Among
French chemical manufacturer SNF,
which acquired a small plant here and
has since expanded to more than 800
cemplovees. International Greetings
relocated to Midway Industrial Park
from Massachusetts into a 50,000-
square-foot spec building that has
since expanded to 200,000 square
feet. Clothier Hugo Boss first opened
a 165,000-square-foot distribution
facility in Midway and now is in the
midst of expanding to more than
300,000 square feet.

Tolley admits that Liberty County
was slow to get mto the industrial

the wins have been

development game when it formed
the authority and went out to recruit
that first business. Yet
Liberty has caught up and is now
making a name for itself.

MILITARY MANEUVERS

Liberty County also found that
one of its biggest local neighbors —
Fort Stewart — could be an important
partner in cconomic development as
well. The post sprawls across 279,270
acres and is the largest military instal-
lation cast of the Mississippi. With its
main gate in Hinesville, it has a big
impact on the city and county. Locals
say military and civilians work well
together to make sure that impact is

it’s clear

positive.

“They’ve often said that there is
really no gate between Fort Stewart
and Hinesville or Liberty County;
that we work as one,” says Liberty
County Manager Joseph Brown.

That good relationship helped
the county acquire a new airport
that boosted its economic develop-
ment cfforts. Liberty’s general avia-
tion airport had long been deemed
inadequate, lacking both a runway

Building Southeast Georgia, one relationship at a time.

The Heritage Bank

912.368.3332 or 800.624.6452 | www.the-heritage-bank.com
Find Us In: Blackshear, Brunswick, Darien, Ft. Stewart, Hinesville, Homerville,
Jesup, Kingsland, Ludowici, Midway. Pembroke, Richmend Hill, Rincon,
Savannah, Statesbaoro, St. Marys, Waycross

T
HINESVILLE

City of Hinesville Vision Statement: To be the “southern living”
community of choice in Coastal Georgia for a day or a lifetime.
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Tradeport Business Center
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Master Planned Development Park Available & Abundant Labor Force

* 5,300-acre mixed-use development * 196,000+ potential hires within a seven county
* Adjacent to I-95 with proximity to I-16, ports of labor force area
Savannah & Brunswick and Savannah-Hilton Head * Liberty County has the highest unemployment rate in
International Airport coastal Georgia for a 12-month period (5.5%)
* Rail access in Tradeport West e Approximately 3,000 “Heroes for Hire” annually (military
* Shovel ready sites with FTZ designation retirees who are well trained, highly skilled, computer savvy
* Public-private partnership in Tradeport East with IDI, and drug free) and 13,000 military spouses in the area
one of the nation’ leading industrial developers * Savannah Technical College (Liberty County campus)
* Tradeport East is home to Target’s 1.5 million sf training programs
regional distribution center and The Tire Rack’s * Georgia ‘Tech (Savannah campus) engineering and
242,000 sf (expandable to 500,000 sf) distribution center entrepreneurial assistance

- Liberty County
Development Authority

425 West Oglethorpe Highway = Hinesville, GA 31313

Phone: (912) 368-3356 = Fax: (912) 368-3585 » Web: www.lcda.com



