
LIBERTY COUNTY 

eral difkrent types of companies have 
found that this cummunity offers \\·hat 
thn' Deed to be successful." 

tor one thing, it's easy to gel here. 
Majur highw;\)'s biscct ;1 CUUlJt\' that 
offers reLHi\'e!y che'lp land coupled 
with well de\'c1opcd infrastrucrure. 
Goods shipped into the Porr of 
Savanllah can be moved t distribu­
tion centcrs here and dispatched up 
and duwn the Atlantic Seaboard \'ia 
Interstate 95. lvlanuL1cturing and 
industrial plants use the same net\vork 
of roads to send their products 
throughout the count\'. 

To accommodate companies seek­
ing to locate 11\:re Liberty oftici::lls 
built five industrial park::: throughout 
the count)', bch one is full or rilling 
up quickh', Target Stores n:centh-

LIBERTY COUNTY
 
AT-A-GLANCE
 

POPULATION 
(2006)
 

Liberty County, 60,503;
 
Hinesville, 29,554;
 

Walthourville, 3,778;
 
Midway, 1,037; Allenhurst. 711;
 
Riceboro. 703; Flemington, 349;
 

Gumbranch, 255
 

UNEMPLOYMENT 
{April 2008)
 

Liberty County, 5,2 percent;
 
Georgia. 5 percent
 

LARGEST EMPLOYERS 
SNF Chemtal!. Inc, 812; Wal­

Mart Stores. 540; Target. 500;
 
Heritage Bank. 318; Interstate
 

Paper Corp .. 286
 

SOURCES 
U.S. Census, Georgia Dept.
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open'd aI,S million-square-foot 
recrional distribution center in thc nell' 
Tradeport Business enter. Located 
ncar thc interstate, it offer: casv aece s 
f'()r getting more: than 80 percent of 
thc comp~H1V's inventorv to FI lrida 
srorc~, 

South Bend, Indian,l-based The 
Tirc R;lCk, \\'hich occupies a 2S0,OOO­
squ.1re-t()or build,ing in rhc same park, 
~lls(l I\'as looking at rhe nced to sen'c 
the FloriLh marker O\'ernight. Trucks 
ofrcn pullout of its bciiit\' in thc cark 
e\'ening and pnJducts .11T in stores the 
ncx t t1\'. 

Deing c10sc to Sal';lnnah h;lS dead\' 
prO\'en In assct I\'hen it comcs to 
attr~lLting; business. The cit\' offers one 
of the best second tier airports in the 
st.lte \\'ith access to c!cstinJuons both 

NEW REGIONAL AIRPORT: Liberty County Commission Chairman John Mciver. left. and County Manager Joseph Brown 
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nation:l! and international. The cit\' 
also provides mJllV urban attractions 
from world class dining and accom­
modations to golf - all \'itJI to com­
panies seeking to entertain potenti~ll 

customers. 
All those betors ha\'C armed eco­

nomic de\'Clopcrs wi th plcn ty of 
weapons - and thev've put them to 

good use, 
Among the \\"Lns ha\"C been 

French chemical m,ll1Uf1Cturcr S?\f, 
\\'hieh acquired a small plant here and 
has since expanded to more than SOO 
cmpIO\'ees, International Greetings 
relocated to Mjdwa\' Industrial Park 
from '\'1assachusetts into a ;;0,000­
squ~lre-root spec building that has 
since expanded to 200,000 square 
reet. Clodlier Hugo Boss rlrst opened 
a I65,OOO-squJre-foot distribution 
bciJitv in lvlidway and no\\' is in the 
midst of expanding to morc th~lll 

300,000 square reet. 
ToLin' admits that Libert\' Count\' 

W~\s slo\\' to get into the industriJI 
de\'e1opment game when it formed 
the authorit\, and \n:nt out to recruit 
th:lt first business, Yet it's clear 
Libert\· has caught up and is now 
m~lking a name for itself. 

MILITARY MANEUVERS 
Liberty County aJso round dlat 

one of its biggest local neighbors ­
Fort StewJrt - could be an important 
partner in economic de\'Clopment as 
well. The post sprawls JCross 279,270 
acres and is the largest milit,lry instal­
btion east of the lVllssissippi. Widl its 
main gate in Hines\'iLle, it has a big 
irnpJct on thc city and county Locals 
sa\' militarv and ci\"ilians work well 

, ' 

together to make sure that impact is 
positive. 

"They've often SJid that there is 
really no gate between Fort Stewart 
and Hines\'ille or Liberty Count\'; 
that we work as one," says Liberty 
County l\·Ianager Joseph Bro\\'n, 

That good relationship helped 
the count\-, acquire J ne\\' airport 
that boosted its economic dn'elop­
Illent efforts, Libertv's general a\ia­
tion airport had long been deemed 
inadequate, lacking both a run\\'av 

The Heritage Bank
 
912.368.3332 or 800.624.6452 I www.the-heritage-bank.com 

Fmd Us In: Blacksheaf, BrunsWitk. Danen, Fe Stewart, HInesville, Horner/Ilia, 
Jesup, Kingsland, LudOWICi. Midway, Pembroke, Richmond HIli, Rmcon, 
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~hape west of HiJ1csI'ilie adjaccn to 

Fort Stcwart, PLlllS cIlI tOr a mixed­
u~e conCt:pt includiog both retail and 
residential in a varil,ty of pricc r~lIlgcs, 

Thc del'elopment, which is 
alreadl' well under \\Ia)', will cont~lin 

as l1lanv as 7,000 housing units ­
singk and multibmily - plus retail 
and office, 

There' a hig commute for people 
who work at fort Stew~lrt but just 

don't have an option fur LJu~l[itl' hOlls­
ing in Libal\r OULltv and HiJlt:s­
l'iUe, '~1Vs Rick Fitzer, president and 

E of Fitzer Group, He: says hi~ 

company is trving to set up a mdster­
planJ1cd community that encOll1pas~­
cs cI,:r~,thing rh~1t's deployment 
fi'iendh' t()f' army Ellll.i[ies, 

While in I'l:ars pasr soldiers were 

never stationed at a post long 
enough to rn~lkc buying a home 

practical, tod~lI' deploymcnts last !lIT 
to Sel'l'n YC~\I'S, Soldiers and their 
families can live in homes long 
CI10ugh to build equity, 

It turns into ~1 ~mart inl'estmenl, 
just like buyin T a house by anY(>l1e 
ebe would, Fitzer says, 

L.ucal dn'eklf1C!'s have takcn 
notice of the accekr,ltiog population 
growth and the lack of housing ncar 
Fort Stew,lrl, They're mo'ing to 

meet that need without putting too 
much product on the markt:t too 

soon ahead of the D'OOP buildup, 
Of courSe IHit all the oell' housing 

developments, re designed lI'ith soL­
diers in mind, In f:1Ct, locals ~lre com­
ing to realize that LiberCl' ~1l1d its sce­
nic coastline arc attractions for the 
cil'jli~1I1 sector as \l'eU, 

"I think we arc seeing ClI'O diffcr­
eIH kind~ or developments in these 
particuhr areas," say, Sonny 
Timmerman, director of the I.ibcrtl' 

,Duntv Con 'olidatcd Planning 
Commission, 

He notes th, t the COunCl' recenth­

apprOl'cd two large pLlIlned den:Jop­
mc.Ilts on its ellst sick around the 1-95 
:lnl! ,S, 84 lnrerchange, Sawgrass is 

:1 [11.ixed-u 'e dCI'elopment or almost 
I,OnO units coupled with c.l[11nKreial 
Jnd ret~liJ. Across 84 ~1I1other 

plaIllled development is also getting 

orf the gr und :lod will ;ldd appr xi­

m~1teh- I, I 00 home to this fast 
gro\\ ing area. 

PLANNING FOR GROWTH 
'While local )ffici,t1s wclcome 

populatioll (Tl'OlI'th and thl' retail and 
other de,·c!npml:.nt that lI'ill surely 

ro:low thel' also lI"ant to m:lke sure 
the counCIl is prepared fClr it, GrOll,th 

- and 1I'~1Vs to handle ir - are on off-i­
cia.ls' minds, Th,H meJI1S setting zon­

ing srandal'ds tbat guide ~1I1d control 
del'c!opm 'Ilt and ma,k.ing sure rhe 

cOLmry's infrastructurc can handle 
nwre pl:.opk ~1I1d businesses, 

A gre~lt de~ll of coastal propcrry iii 
in pr.ivate h:lllds and as morc is 
devell ped, ordin,lry cirizcn will 
h:1\'e less access to the 1I'~lter, That 
concern recenth' prompted Loell 
officiJIs t join lIith the GeorgiJ 
Dcpartmcnt of 1 atural Re "JlIrces to 

develOp a public m,lI'ina, 
"It \l'ill pnJlide ,111 ,1l'enue I(lr 

LIBERTY COUNTY 

tCllk to put in larger boats and will 
ellsur th~1t 1111 thc reicknts of rlle 
C UIlCl' hal'e access to :1 l1l~1rina site 
and deep water," BI'( 11'11 sal'S, 

LibertI' also is working to 
improlT ro:tds as more traffic floll's 
into the C lUntl', panicularly along 
arr 'ries lc~lding tl I fort Stewart, 

"\-\lc'vc Dot some road projects in 
pI' gre\.s," sal's Libcrtv County Com­

missi n hairm~1I1 John Mclver. 
he-s-: inclu.c!e raj bl'pass [(,lute and 

s me dil'eet ~lrtC'ri's to Fort Stew~lft 

tllat we'll be tn'inc> to put in pl:tcc." 
L cal offIcials ,1lso arc planning to 

implemeiH J nel\' tr~lIlsir system to 

help people bd around, Hinesville 
recl'nrlv secured J. grant to studv set­
ting up a bus s\'stcm reCITe bOrll 
the cit\, and fort Ste\I':trt, 

h\,\ e'vl:. got about three rOutes 

et up that will run on about a 30­
minutc basis" Thomas s. ys, "ft will 

run rhrough Fort Stewart, bringing 
peopk ti'om thc housing areas and 

liberty County Board of Commissioners 
112 N. Main Street
 

P.O, Box 829
 
Hinesville, GA 313 10
 

912.876.2164 
www.libertycountyga.com 
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Master Planned Developnunt Park 
• 5,300-acre mixed-use development 

• Adjacent to 1-95 with proximity to 1-16 ports of 

Savannah & Brunswick and Savannah-Hilton (-Iea I 

International Airport 

• Rail access in Tradepo11: West 

• Shovel ready sites withFrZ designation 

• Public-private partnership in Tradepon East \\ "tb 101, 

one of the nation:s leading industrial developers 

• Tradepo11: East is home to Target's 1.5 million sf 

regional distribution ce.nter and The Tire Rack's 

242,000 sf (expandable to 500,000 sf) distriblltion center 

I•I: 

Available &Abundant Labor Force 
•	 IlJ6,OOO+ potential hires within a seven county 

labor fClrce area 

• Liberty County has the highest unemployment rate in 

coastal Teor::\ia for a 12-ll1onth period (5.5%) 

• Approximatel}' 3.000 "Herot:s for Hire" annually (military 

retirees who ;]re \VeIl trained, highly skilled, computer savvy 

and drug free) and 13 000 military spouses in the area 

• Sa annah Tedmical College (Liberty County campus) 

trammg programs 

• Ge )f'Ti~l Tech (Savannah campus) engineering and 

cnn-epreneurial ;]ssistance 

Liberty County 
Development Authority 

42- est glelhorpeJligJmay·Hinc.\ille. 31313
 

Phone: 912) 36R-J 56 • Fa. : (<J J 2) ~6X-55H5· eb: \H\\\.lctlu.com
 


